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As recognised in the Paris Agreement, cities provide 
some of the greatest opportunities to reduce or halt the 
continuing rise in CO2 emissions, so helping to mitigate 
the effects of climate change. 

Ricardo is at the forefront of supporting cities to tackle 
climate change. We work directly with cities, and with city 
organisations and networks around the world to share our 
experience, tools and approaches to help build capacity 
in organisations developing their own greenhouse gas 
(GHG) inventories, projections and climate action plans.

Through the development and maintenance of robust 
GHG emissions inventories and projections, we help 
decision makers to:
•	 Obtain an understanding of how activities in their 

jurisdiction contribute to emissions.
•	 Be informed about priorities for emissions reduction 

measures.
•	 Set and monitor progress towards emission reduction 

targets.

Comprehensive GHG inventories and projections also 
provide the fundamental evidence base to enable the 
design of mitigation action plans and policies.

GHG inventories that are compliant with global city-
emission standards also allow cities to fully participate 
in, and benefit from, international climate networks and 
initiatives such as the ‘Compact of Mayors’ and the ‘Global 
Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy’. Through 
these initiatives, cities can confidently illustrate how their 
actions are contributing to national and global-level 
action to reduce GHG emissions.

Our services
Our GHG inventory, projections and action planning 
services are designed to help city organisations and 
stakeholders develop the necessary skills to turn theory 
into practice and deliver on international climate 
commitments.

Cities account for approximately 75% of global energy consumption and 70% of energy-
related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. These percentages are increasing – driven by 
population growth and urbanisation. 



These include:
•	 Customised support during all stages of the GHG 

inventory compilation and projections process – 
identifying data needs; acquiring data; applying inventory 
methods; and compiling, reporting and verifying results.

•	 Addressing data quality issues and gaps – helping to deal 
with data issues including identifying alternative data 
sources, methodologies or modelling approaches.

•	 Capacity building and technical training on emission 
inventory methodologies and reporting standards, 
including the Global Protocol for Community-Scale GHG 
Emission Inventories (GPC), Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) 2006 Guidelines and Compact of 
Mayors requirements.

•	 City measurement, reporting and verification (MRV) and 
management systems – supporting the design, set up 
and embedding of management structures, tools and 
procedures to ensure a sustainable system.

•	 Policy development and climate action planning – help with 
using inventory and projections tools, including the Climate 
Action for Urban Sustainability (CURB) scenario planning 
tool, to inform policy and action planning, target setting and 
the design of locally appropriate mitigation actions. We also 
provide related advisory services to cities on topics such as 
city climate finance and emissions trading.

•	 Goal, target and policy tracking – supporting the use of 
inventories and projections as a crucial evidence base 
to track progress against GHG reduction targets and 
developing datasets to monitor the impact of individual 
mitigation measures.

•	 Communicating inventory results and policy decisions to 
stakeholders – tailoring communications to technical and 
non-technical audiences, and developing tools to distil 
complex data into key messages to inform decision makers.

•	 Auditing and quality assurance – undertaking expert 
reviews of inventories to check reporting, verify results 
and identify areas for improvement.

Our experience
Our team of inventory experts is the largest in Europe, and 
globally recognised for its work and technical leadership on 
all aspects of emissions management. 

We have operated the UK Government’s flagship emissions 
inventory programme for over 30 years. Our team includes 
many UNFCCC-accredited inventory reviewers and certified 
City Climate Planner GHG Inventory specialists. 

We have also:
•	 Developed GHG guidance and methodologies for the EU, 

UNFCCC, Global Environment Facility, British Standards 
Institution, World Resources Institute, the World Bank and 
C40 Cities.

•	 Compiled national inventory reports and inventories, 
and assisted countries to establish their own compilation 
systems.

•	 Provided expert technical input into developing 
international standards, reporting and calculation tools, 
and technical training.

•	 Provided training, support and capacity building on GHG 
inventories, and MRV directly to over 25 of the world’s 
largest cities.

•	 Through our bespoke tools and datasets, we have 
developed in-depth knowledge of the co-benefits of 
addressing air quality issues alongside climate change 
issues.

Project examples
•	 Climate Action Planning Africa – we are working as 

a technical partner to C40 on this flagship capacity 
building project in nine sub-Saharan African megacities 
that aims to achieve transformational ‘1.5 degree’ 
climate change mitigation and enhanced nationally 
determined contribution (NDC) implementation.

•	 Supporting over 25 C40 member cities to compile and 
report a GHG inventory that is compliant with the GPC 
and Compact of Mayors, including providing technical 
support, training workshops, expert reviews and 
compliance checks. 

•	 Developed the World Bank-led City Climate Planner 
Certification Program in-person training course and 
provided advice to the secretariat as a subject matter 
expert. 

•	 Produced guidance and training materials to support 
cities using the C40 Compact of Mayors reporting tool 
‘CIRIS’.

•	 Developed technical resources for cities, such as a 
database of over 2,000 default emission factors and 
calculators for difficult sectors.

•	 Compile a GPC BASIC+ GHG inventory every year for 
the Government of Gibraltar to inform local climate 
mitigation decision-making and establish an annual 
inventory programme.
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For more information about city GHG inventories and climate action planning, please 
contact one of our experts at enquiry-ee@ricardo.com or +44 (0) 1235 753000

http://www.444-LSR.com

